
 

 

Westways Primary School Parents’ Information 

SEN information Report 2018 

Introduction 

Westways is a large through primary school which serves a richly diverse population, In 2018/19 
we taught 617 children together with running a 26 place Nursery from 3 years of age.   

We aim to be as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities being met predominantly within our mainstream classrooms.  In addition to quality 
first teaching within the classroom, children may be taught in smaller intervention groups or on a 
one-to-one basis if teaching staff feel that this is appropriate. 

The four broad ‘areas of need’ are Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties, and Sensory and Physical Needs. 

What is the Local Offer? 

The LA Local Offer 

The Children and Families Bill was enacted in 2014. From this date, Local Authorities and schools 
are required to publish and keep under review information about services they expect to be 
available for the children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) aged 0-25. This 
is the ‘Local Offer’ and the Sheffield version can be found at www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk  The 
intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It will also be an 
important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and provision in the local 
area. 

The School SEN Information Report 

This utilises the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of SEN pupils as determined by school policy, 
and the provision that the school is able to meet. 

If your child has Special Educational Needs. What can we at Westways Primary School 
offer you? 

At Westways Primary School, we embrace the fact that every child is different, and, 
therefore, the educational needs of every child are different; this is certainly the case for 
children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  

Here are some questions and responses which give more information about the Local Offer from 
Westways Primary School 
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The best person to speak to if you are concerned about your child’s progress or attainment or if 
you have any concerns about their well-being is the class teacher.  You may also speak with our 
Learning Mentor Anna Barr if you are worried about your child being happy in school.  Wendy 
Scott is the Special Educational Needs Co-coordinator (SENCO).  The SENCO has day-to-day 
responsibility for the operation of the SEN policy and the co-ordination of specific provision made 
to support individual pupils with SEND, including those who have Education Health Care (EHC) 
plans.  The SENCO provides guidance to colleagues and will work closely with staff, parents and 
other agencies.  

It depends very much on the needs of the individual child.  The new Code of Practice clearly 
states that the ‘high quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in 
responding to pupils who have or may have SEND.  Additional intervention and support cannot 
compensate for a lack of good quality teaching’.  In addition to classroom teaching children may 
access short, small group interventions or 1:1 withdrawal support if all involved in the child’s 
education agree this is the best way to support their learning.  Westways has a team of support 
staff who are trained in delivering a range of interventions including those related to Speech and 
Language, gross and fine motor control, and multi-sensory teaching (supporting those children 
with specific learning difficulties).  Interventions are short and targeted to the needs of the children 
involved.  The impact of interventions is monitored by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to 
ensure they are effective. Children who have Autistic tendencies are supported using a range of 
strategies both inside and outside the classroom and ‘reasonable adjustments’ are made to 
support children including for example, flexible arrangements for the lunch break/access to the 
dining hall, as needed by the child. 

 

By speaking to your child’s class teacher either face to face, leaving a message for them to 
contact you via the school office or by their individual email (the school office can give this to you if 
you do not have it).  Anna Barr (Learning Mentor) can be contacted through the school office or on 
abarr@westways.sheffield.sch.uk  Similarly Wendy Scott (SENCO) can be contacted on 
wscott@westways.sheffield.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are the best people to talk to at Westways about my child’s difficulties with 

learning/Special Educational Needs or Disability? (SEND) 

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at 

Westways? 

How can I let Westways know that I am concerned about my child’s progress in 

school? 
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Your child’s class teacher will have regular meetings with you through the school year (Parents 
Evenings), however they will ask to meet with you at additional times if they are concerned your 
child may have a SEND.  The teaching staff have half-termly pupil progress meetings with a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss progress and attainment of all the children.  
During these discussions children may be identified as being at risk of not making expected 
progress and this information may lead to a discussion between Parents/Carers and class teacher. 

Initially extra support is allocated by the class teacher deploying Teaching Assistants (TAs) 
effectively within the classroom.  The TA may take a child to another space in school to support 
them in a small group or 1:1 basis if it is decided this best meets the needs of the child.  Using 
tracking data, the SENCO allocates additional support such as intervention groups and 1:1 
support.  Support is provided based on the needs of the children at the time.  Westways’ Learning 
Mentor is timetabled to support children who are vulnerable socially and emotionally either through 
group work or 1:1 support sessions as well as responding to more immediate/crisis situations. 

Westways currently buys in School 2 School Support – this service is for school to request 
learning assessments for children to help us to identify their strengths and areas of weakness.   

We also make use of: 

Sheffield Autism Team - a small group of professionals who work across Sheffield schools 
providing advice to colleagues to develop strategies to support children diagnosed with Autism. 

Educational Psychology – An Educational Psychologist supports school.  Their role is an advisory 
one and they work with many schools not just ours.  They work with school staff to develop 
strategies to support children who may be experiencing difficulties that present themselves as 
emotional and/or behavioural difficulties.  

Speech and Language Service which school can refer to if they are concerned about a child’s 
speech, language and/or communication difficulties.  A therapist will come into school to assess 
children and give school strategies to support children’s speech and language development. 

Teachers and teaching assistants at Westways have many years of experience of working with 
children with SEND. The SENCO is experienced.  Advice is sought from external services as 
above.  High quality Continuous Professional Development (CPD) opportunities are provided 
based on the needs of the children.  This may be individual support from external support services 
such as Speech and Language giving staff strategies to support specific children.  It may be 
targeted training opportunities for staff and it may also be whole staff training to ensure we are 
providing high quality class teaching on a daily basis. 

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning 

in school? 

How is extra support allocated to children? 

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND? 



 

 

The first response to a child being identified as having SEND is high quality teaching, 
differentiated for individual pupils to meet the needs of your child. This could include support via 
resources, adapting teaching styles and offering additional support.   This may be that the child 
requires extra equipment to access their learning such as Numicon, sound mats, key word lists 
etc.  Teaching styles may be adapted to include multi-sensory teaching.  Additional adult support 
may be deployed to support learning.  Reasonable adjustments will be made when children find 
particular elements of the curriculum stressful such as P.E lessons, assemblies, and carpet times 
etc.  Learning and teaching of all children is monitored by the SLT through regular book scrutiny, 
observations of learning and tracking of data. Staff set high but realistic targets for all children, 
including those with SEND to ensure they make expected progress or better. This information is 
then used to evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children with SEND.  All policies for 
teaching and learning take account of children with SEND and ensure that all children are able to 
take part in activities regardless of whether or not they have SEND.  Where this is not physically 
possible (in the case of a physical disability) Westways will ensure they have considered every 
possible reasonable adjustment to the activity 

All children will be assessed regularly and assessment data is scrutinised by class teachers and  
senior leaders.  Vulnerable groups of children such as those eligible for free school meals due to 
being in receipt of state benefits, those for whom English is an Additional Language (EAL) and 
children in the care of the local authority and post-adopted children, who may or may not have an 
SEND, are particularly carefully monitored. The SENCO will track the progress of children 
identified as having SEND.  If a child has been identified as having SEND they will have 
achievable individual targets which will be reviewed regularly during termly meetings with parents 
(SEN Review Meetings).   This is an important process for Parents/Carers and children to be 
actively involved in.  Involvement of the children in their review and target setting will be done in a 
sensitive and age appropriate way.   

Westways endeavours to work closely with all Parents/Carers and this is no different if your child 
is identified as having SEND.  In addition you will be invited to an SEN Review/My Plan Review 
meeting termly with your child’s class teacher and SENCO.   You are more than welcome to 
contact the SENCO at any time to arrange to meet and discuss concerns or areas in which you 
feel we can help to support you.  Westways is committed to working closely with Parents/Carers in 
the development of SEND provision in school and welcomes feedback from Parents/Carers.  If 
you use English as an additional language we will endeavour to use an interpreter during SEN 
review meetings to make sure we communicate effectively with you. There is a voluntary 
organisation called Sheffield Parent/Carer Forum for Parents/Carers of children who have SEND.  
Their website can be found at www.sheffieldparentcarerforum.org.uk  There is also the 
‘SENDIAST’ if you use this as your search term in a web browser it will link you to many websites 
offering advice and support. Should Parents/Carers believe that the needs of their child are not 

How are the teachers at Westways helped to work with children with SEND and what 

training do the teachers have? 

How will we measure the progress of your child in school? 

What support does Westways provide for us as parents of a child with SEND? 
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being met, Westways has a complaints policy in place to support Parents/Carers.  This can be 
found at www.westwaysprimary.co.uk/information/school-policies or via the school office. 

 

Transition at any point is a stressful time for children with SEND and their Parents/Carers.  
Westways works closely with pre-school providers to ensure we know as much about the child as 
possible before they start with us.  The SENCO will liaise with external agencies involved with your 
child and wherever possible strategies to support your child that are proven to work will be 
continued in school.  As Westways is a through primary school, transitions between year groups is 
managed very carefully.  The main transitions occur when the children move into each new phase 
of school i.e. from Foundation Stage into Year 1; and Year 2 to Year 3 as both transitions require 
the child to move to a different building.  Transitions are planned in advance to meet your child’s 
needs.  Children may be given extra opportunities to visit their new classroom/teaching staff to 
help them settle in and get used to the different building.  Children may be provided with photo 
books of the new environment they are moving to and the staff working there so that they have the 
summer holidays to become more familiar with the building and the people working in it.  As with 
all SEND children, transitions are managed by responding to the needs of the individual child.  
Transition into secondary school begins for children with SEND shortly after Christmas with 
regular scare and support for the most vulnerable with the Learning Mentor to help ease the big 
change in their lives. If necessary external support will be used i.e. Indetravel (independent travel 
training).  Transition review meetings will be planned and there will be close liaison between 
Westways SENCO and colleagues in the secondary school. 

 

Westways Primary School is housed in three separate Victorian buildings.  Foundation Stage, Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  We will make ‘reasonable adjustments’ to ensure children have full 
access to the school, curriculum and equipment. Foundation Stage, being recently refurbished, is 
fully accessible for wheelchair uses.  Key Stage 1 building is fully accessible through using the 
outdoor space to move between Year 2 (floor level) and Year 1 (basement level).  The main level 
in Key Stage 2 is accessible for wheelchair users however the basement is not.  Should we need 
wheelchair access, arrangements would be made ensure the year group the child was in was not 
placed in the basement classrooms.  There are disabled toilet and changing facilities in each 
building and showering facilities in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 2.  We will ensure where ever 
possible that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. 

If you have any other questions that have not been covered here please contact Wendy Scott 
(SENCO and Head of School) at wscott@westways.sheffield.sch.uk 

 

How is Westways Primary School accessible to children with SEND? 

How will Westways support my child when they are joining the school, moving to a 

new class or onto the next stage of their education? 

http://www.westwaysprimary.co.uk/information/school-policies

